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constituent of Congressman GIBBS— 
will be organizing a Special Order next 
week. So Members who are interested, 
on either side of the aisle, in partici-
pating in that should contact Rep-
resentative GIBBS’ office. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
for the purpose of inquiring of the ma-
jority leader the schedule for the week 
to come, and I yield to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. MCCARTHY), the 
majority leader. 

(Mr. MCCARTHY asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, on Monday, the 
House will meet at noon for morning 
hour and 2 p.m. for legislative business. 
Votes will be postponed until 6:30. 

On Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs-
day, the House will meet at 10 a.m. for 
morning hour and noon for legislative 
business. 

On Friday, the House will meet at 9 
a.m. for legislative business. 

Madam Speaker, the House will con-
sider a number of suspensions next 
week, a complete list of which will be 
announced by close of business tomor-
row. 

Now, one suspension worth high-
lighting is H.R. 3218, the Forever GI 
Bill, sponsored by Representative PHIL 
ROE. This bipartisan legislation will re-
move the 15-year cap for benefits that 
forces veterans to use it or lose it, 
while enabling vets to take advantage 
of innovative new models like nano-
degrees and massive open online 
courses. 

Education in the 21st century is a 
process of lifelong learning, and I look 
forward to the House passing this im-
portant reform on behalf of the men 
and women who bravely serve our Na-
tion. 

In addition, the House will use the 
Congressional Review Act to dis-
approve of the CFPB rule on arbitra-
tion agreements. This rule hurts con-
sumers at the expense of class-action 
trial lawyers, and we will work with 
our colleagues in the Senate to over-
turn this misguided regulation. 

The House will also consider H.R. 
3219, the Make America Secure Appro-
priations Act, sponsored by Represent-
ative RODNEY FRELINGHUYSEN. 

b 1215 

Madam Speaker, this is vital that we 
demonstrate our commitment to Amer-
ica’s servicemembers and uphold our 
constitutional duty to provide for the 
common defense. 

This security package includes the 
committee’s marked and reported bills 
for Defense, Energy and Water, Legis-
lative Branch, and Military Construc-
tion and Veterans Affairs. 

Among many positives, the bill gives 
a 2.4 percent pay raise for our troops, 
increases funding for our Capitol Po-
lice, ensures greater oversight and ac-
countability at the VA, and fully funds 
the President’s request for a wall along 
our southern border. 

As always, Members are advised that 
late-night votes are likely next week 
during the consideration of this appro-
priations package. 

Finally, Madam Speaker, additional 
legislative items are possible in the 
House, and I will be sure to notify 
Members of any additions to our sched-
ule. 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the majority leader for the in-
formation that he has given us. 

Suffice it to say there are a couple of 
these bills, obviously, that give us 
great pause. But having said that, the 
Appropriations Committee, over the 
last few weeks, has marked up, I think, 
all of its bills now, 12 bills. There was 
discussion about bringing an omnibus 
with all 12 bills in it. That has obvi-
ously not happened, and so we have 
what we refer to as a minibus. 

We only have 17 legislative days left, 
Madam Speaker, until the end of the 
fiscal year on September 30. First, I 
would like to ask the majority leader if 
he can tell us the process under which 
the minibus will be considered. As the 
gentleman pointed out, there are four 
distinct appropriations bills that are 
included in the minibus. 

Is this going to be an open rule? 
Will all of these bills be open to 

amendment, or will they be considered 
under a rule so that our Members can 
prepare for the consideration of these 
appropriations bills? 

Madam Speaker, I yield to my friend, 
the majority leader. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding me 
time, and I thank him for his question. 

Madam Speaker, he is correct that, 
as of today, all 12 appropriations bills 
will be done from committee, marked 
up in subcommittee and full com-
mittee, and I want to thank the Appro-
priations Committee for their work. 
They achieved something that has not 
been achieved before in the timeline 
that they were given, and it is extraor-
dinary the work they were able to do. 

It is correct in the Make America Se-
cure minibus package that we are 
bringing, that that package covers over 
66 percent of our total discretionary 
spending. 

As the Rules Committee has noted, 
the bill will come under a rule, so it 
will be a structured rule. We assume 
that there will be hundreds of amend-
ments, as the gentleman knows, just 
like in the NDAA, more than 200 
amendments. 

I would like it noted there were more 
Democratic amendments than there 
were Republican amendments in the 
process that we worked through, and 
that is why I expect there will be late 
votes next week as well. 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman. 

Madam Speaker, the gentleman made 
an observation about there were more 
Democratic amendments. That is un-
usual for your bills. We usually find 
more Republican amendments to your 
bills than we do Democratic amend-
ments. But having said that, I think 
the gentleman’s observation is correct. 

I want to make it clear to Members 
of the House, perhaps, who have not 
served here very long, the first year I 
was majority leader in 2007, it wasn’t 
just consideration in committee. We 
passed through the House of Represent-
atives all 12 appropriations bills and 
sent them to the Senate prior to the 
August break so that the Senate had a 
full month to consider them. We didn’t 
get them all done, as you have sus-
pected. 

But in any event, I don’t think I have 
ever seen, Mr. Leader, an omnibus 
passed prior to the August break. Indi-
vidual bills being passed, but a minibus 
of this nature with, as you point out, 66 
percent of the discretionary spending, 
which, by the way, there is no budget, 
and, therefore, this breaks the seques-
ter level. It breaks the agreements that 
we have had in the past under Ryan- 
Murray for 4 years, two Congresses, 
and the number that is being used is a 
number that was simply taken out of 
the air. There has been no vote on the 
floor, no other way to have set that 
number. 

We also believe that the amendments 
that are going to be offered are going 
to be offered in a very short space of 
time, and that is going to be a problem, 
but we will see what the rule says. 

Can the gentlemen tell me, do we ex-
pect to bring the other eight bills to 
the floor in September? 

Madam Speaker, I yield to my friend. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, I 

thank the gentleman for yielding me 
time, and I thank him for his note that 
sometimes we have more Republican 
ideas usually that come to the floor, 
and I think ideas are good. 

Madam Speaker, I do intend to bring 
the rest of the appropriations bills 
through this floor and get them done 
to send them to the Senate. 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman. 

Now, the gentleman mentioned that 
the border wall was going to be fully 
paid for. The Homeland Security bill is 
not a part of the package that includes 
four bills. Madam Speaker, can the 
gentleman tell me what bill that will 
be included in? 

I yield to my friend. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, I 

thank the gentleman for yielding me 
time. 

Madam Speaker, as the gentleman 
knows, the President campaigned 
across America to the American public 
about making sure our borders are se-
cure. Many Members on both sides of 
the aisle know the challenges we have 
along the border. The President re-
quested and this fully funds the Presi-
dent’s request. 

As I look back in history along this 
line about border security, there are 
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many times in history it shows, just a 
short history ago, of those who have 
voted for it. Hillary Clinton has voted 
for border security as well on the wall, 
Barack Obama, Joe Biden, and CHUCK 
SCHUMER. 

This will be an amendment made in 
Rules for the bill. 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for his comments. 

It is an amendment made in Rules. Is 
that going to be an amendment that 
will be made in order for full consider-
ation and debate on the floor of the 
House of Representatives? 

Madam Speaker, I yield to my friend. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, as 

the gentleman knows, I do not speak 
for the Rules Committee. It will be 
their process and their determination. 
It is a committee. They will decide as 
a committee. 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the majority leader for that an-
swer. 

Given the fact that, as the gentleman 
has pointed out, this was made a major 
issue by the administration during the 
campaign, in light of the fact that 
there are many members of his own ad-
ministration who believe the wall will 
not work and is not the most effective 
way to do what all of us agree ought to 
be done, and that is to keep our border 
secure and to make sure that we know 
who is coming into the United States 
of America—I think that is a unani-
mous position, frankly, of the Members 
of this House. 

This border wall, as I understand it, 
is in none of the four bills that have 
been marked up by the committee. 
Therefore, my presumption is the 
Rules Committee is, in some fashion, 
going to add this. If they add it, frank-
ly, to the rule and that it is adopted as 
a result of the adoption of the rule, 
that will preclude a vote on the wall. 

Now, I know the gentleman doesn’t 
like me to quote his book, but it seems 
to me, in the book, every issue was 
going to be taken on its own, dis-
cretely, and that Members of the House 
would be able to work their will. 

If it is in the rule, that is, I think, 
not consistent with that ability of 
Members of the House to fully debate 
whether or not we ought to be putting 
billions and billions and billions of dol-
lars into a wall and whether or not 
that wall would be effective to accom-
plish the objective. 

Madam Speaker, can the gentleman 
assure me that it will not be simply in-
cluded and assumed to be adopted by 
the adoption of the rule itself and will, 
in fact, be an amendment on which the 
House can engage and work its will? 

Madam Speaker, I yield to my friend. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, I 

thank the gentleman for yielding. 
He brings up a point about the secu-

rity of our border. It was a debate na-
tionally, but it wasn’t a new debate. It 
is a debate that actually happened on 
this floor a short amount of time ago. 
We all remember the Secure Fence Act. 
It was actually debated right before I 
was elected. 

We got veto-proof majorities in both 
the House and Senate. Sixty-four 
Democrats voted for that bill on this 
floor, 80 of 100 Senators. 

I would like to note once again, who 
were those Senators who voted for 
this? It was Hillary Clinton; at the 
time, Senator Barack Obama; Senator 
Joe Biden; and Senator CHUCK SCHU-
MER. So it is not a new challenge. 

But the gentleman will be thankful 
that we have taken the new technology 
and also applied it within this bill for 
border security. We have levees. We 
have dams as well. We have taken the 
ideas on all sides. The American public 
has requested this. I can’t promise 
what the Rules Committee will do, just 
as I would never ask you to promise 
what one of the committees is going to 
do. 

Just as you quote my book—and I 
don’t get upset with you quoting my 
book. You should buy it and read it 
more. Buy more books. The whole staff 
should be reading my book. 

Mr. HOYER. I am enthralled by it, 
Mr. Majority Leader. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. And just to clarify, 
I get no royalties. The Wounded Vet-
erans get the money, and I am thank-
ful that you buy it. 

But if I may finish with this, the 
Rules Committee will act. The Amer-
ican public expects us to act. We utilize 
technology. We utilize levees. We uti-
lize dams. And I will tell you, many of 
those ideas come from your side of the 
aisle. 

It is requested not just from Mem-
bers on your side of the aisle, but 
Democrats and city councils and others 
that are along the border. 

So, yes, we are taking action, just as 
we said we would do. The Rules Com-
mittee will find the right place to 
apply it, and we will be able to have 
the discussion on the floor. 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I un-
derstand the majority leader’s reti-
cence to answer the question because 
he says he can’t speak for the Rules 
Committee. I understand that. But the 
fact of the matter is this is an impor-
tant issue. It ought to be considered by 
the House. 

It ought to have every Member’s abil-
ity to speak to the issue of whether or 
not we ought to build that wall, not 
whether we ought to have security—we 
all agree that we should and must have 
security—but whether we do it with a 
wall, as I said, in which many members 
of the current administration do not 
believe it will work and have been 
quoted as saying so in the past, and 
there are many Members on our side 
who feel that. 

I would hope that the majority leader 
would at least make it known to the 
Rules Committee that we ought to 
have that as a freestanding amend-
ment, not incorporate it in a rule that 
the vote for the rule or a vote against 
the rule is, of itself, a vote on the wall 
itself. 

Lastly, Mr. Leader, I want to say 
that you and I are both very concerned 

about the Russian sanctions and Ira-
nian sanctions bill that is pending. We 
have been working very hard on that, 
very constructively on that, and I look 
forward, over the next 24 hours, more 
or less, to see whether or not we could 
get that resolved. 

We have introduced, as you know, 
the Senate bill as a House bill. We 
would be for that if it would be brought 
to the floor. But we want to make sure 
that we move a bill, as you do, as 
quickly as possible and get agreement 
with the Senate and move that bill to 
the President’s desk. 

I thank you for your work on that, 
and I look forward to working with you 
over the next day or two to see if we 
can achieve that objective together. 

Madam Speaker, unless the gen-
tleman wants further time, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY, 
JULY 20, 2017, TO MONDAY, JULY 
24, 2017 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday, July 24, 2017, when it 
shall convene at noon for morning-hour 
debate and 2 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. CHE-
NEY). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

b 1230 

RECOGNIZING GABRIELLA 
BOFFELLI 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, last night I was proud to present my 
legislative director, Gabriella Boffelli, 
with the Vermillion Award of the Con-
gressional Hispanic Leadership Insti-
tute, CHLI, named after the late Steve 
Vermillion, the former chief of staff to 
Congressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart. 

This award is presented each year to 
two staffers who exemplify Steve’s 
huge heart and dedication to freedom. 
None are more deserving than Gaby, 
and her fellow honoree, Angela Rami-
rez. 

Since starting as an intern in my 
Miami office 6 years ago, Gaby has 
risen through the ranks, year after 
year, serving our south Florida com-
munity with wisdom, grace, and integ-
rity. Now completing a master’s degree 
at Johns Hopkins University, Gaby is 
the consummate public servant, self-
lessly working on behalf of our con-
stituents, while constantly fighting for 
democracy and human rights in places 
like Nicaragua. 

It has been an honor to have Gaby 
Boffelli on my team, and I know this is 
just the beginning of an extraordinary 
career. 
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